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Topics: Vietnam Options—One General’s

By MARK W. CLARK
. CHARLESTON; §.'C.
Nations forces in Korea,
si%ngs the Armistice on July
27, 1933, which terminated the

" tighting, After the signing cere-

mony 1 said: |

“I cannot find it in me to
exult in this hour. Rather it is
a time for prayer, that we may
succeed in our difficult endeav-
or to turn this armistice to the
advantage of mankind, If we
extract hope from this occasion,
it must be diluted with recogni-
tion that our salvation requires
unrelaxing vigilance.”
.. 'T was thankful the armistice
had ended the killing. But when
1 signed the armistice I knew
it was not over, that the strug-
gle against Communism would
not be over in my lifetime. We
won this skirmish in the sense
that, for the first time, Com-
munism failed in direct armed
aggression. .

We lost in the sense that the
enemy remained undefeated
and even ‘more powerful and
threatening than before. I was
convinced, as: we istopped the
blood-letting, as was my, pred-
ecessor, General = MacArthur,
that .in ‘our first test of arms
with the Communists, we
should have defeated them, Had

From . long experiénce in
negotiating with Communists,,
1 have found that they. are

1 . impressed when we negotiate

from strength. But when we
nepotiate  from weakness, or
when we revedl a willingness
to appesse, the Communists ex-
ploit and humiliate us,

United States Options

When the Communists find
they cannot accomplish their
objectives. militarily - and -are
punished, they move to the

conference table. They consider

negotiation an extension of the
war, of getting what they want
through the diplomatic route.
As'| see it, the President has
three options open to him:
(1) Withdraw from Vietnam
as some advocate, If we do this,
40,000 men will have died in
vain, and a vacuum will be
created in Southeast Asia
which the enemy will immedi-
- -ately exploit. If we abandon
our friends in Asia, we will
later have to face up to the
Communists in a more costly
war. We would be buying a
temporary and political pause
from the fighting by mortgag-
ing the lives of our young
people. :
© ' (2) Intensify the war. From
a purely military poipt of view,

the war at the present time is
politically unsound. The war
has been fought too long with
political considerations over-
riding sound military judg-

ment. Halting ' the bombing of
" North Vietnam was a great mis-

take, which gave a big advan-
tage to the enemy. :

1 know that in Xorea, when I
was finally given permission
to bhreak off negotiations at

“Panmunjom and politically im-

posed restrictions were removed,
I then attacked. every worth-

while enemy target in- North.

Korea, and the war turned in
our favor. -The' enemy soon
‘requested that negotiations be
resumed. He had been hurt, he
found he could not win mili-

tarily, so he moved back to the

conference table. Zoon the armi.

stice was agreed upon and the

tighting stopped.. -
(3) Vietnamization of ‘the

war, This is the policy adopted’

by my Government, which I
support, under p t con-
- ditions. ‘

When I was the Commander
in Korea, I visited the French
then fighting in 'Vietnam. I
urged them to start a training
program. for' the South Viet-
namesé, similar to the: success.
ful one we were using for Ko-

Viewpoint

extricate herself from Vietnam
with honor is to -train the
South Vietnam Army and to
equip it with modern weapons.
As these troops assume respon-
sibilities which are now ours,
‘our soldiers should be brought

home as the military situation
- permits, remembering that we

still have some 50,000 troops
in Korea seventeen years after
the armistice; The same situa-
tion will no doubt occur in Viet-
nam, where some ground forces
will bé required, along with
+gir, naval and logistics units
for a long time to come. -
We may have to abandon
the Vietnamization &pp

- should the enemy fail to re~

spond in due time to our et

forts to end the war. In case ~

we must later escalate the waf,
I believe that by resolute mili-
. tary action on our part, the
" enemy could be hurt to the

. point that he would move to

fruitful' peace talks. .
The sure way to maintain
the peace is to be strong mili-
tarily ‘and -unafraid politically,
and to let-the enemy know that
we will yse that strength. as
. necessary to maintain: the se-
curity of the United States: .

"Gengral Mark W, Clark was
U. S. Army Commander in Italy
_and U.N. commander in Koreq.

we done so, we would not have this is what shoyld be done. ' reans. This was not accepted, - Heis president emeritus of The
becorpé involved in Nietnam. ~However, the intensification of  The best way for America to _Citadel, South Carolina. ‘
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The quthor of this article is .
a former Assistant Secretary
of State for Far Eastern Af-
fairs, and is presently profes-
sor of government at Colum-
bia University. -

By ROGER HILSMAN

New Yark President
Nixon is rebuffing a Commu-
nist- offer 'of a more-or-less
immediate Vietnam peace on
‘terms that many Americans
might find - perfectly accep-
table,

This is the puzzling, and un-
happy, conclusion I have
reached after private con-
tacts with North Vietnamese
" diplomats and after studying
both public and private sig-
nalg . which - the Communists
have been sending out in re-
cent months,

Other Communist' watchers,
including W, Averell Harri-
man, the former American
peace negotiator. in Paris,
have come to the same
conclusion,

Withdrawals Scheduled.

Meanwhile, there ig in-
.creasing evidence - that
“Vietnamization”: of the war
is going forward at a much
slower pace than is generally '
‘expected @nd believed.

‘The best information in
Washington is that President’
Nixon plans to reduce Ameri-
can forces ‘in Vietnam very

PHILADELPH

gradually in 1970 to about,
230,000 to 300,000 men, Then,
in 1971, he plans only a rela~
tively small further reduction,
to about 250,000 men..

In 1972, the election year,
he will bring home another
50,000 to 75,000 men, and just -
before the election he can an-

_nounce a decision to' with-

draw. another 50,000 to 75,000.
Shrewd Politids .

“This is shrewd politics, but
the . consequences are great.
The monetary cost of the war

under Nixon program will be

high — something between
$50 and $100 billion. Much
more important, however, is
the foreseeable cost of the
program in American lives.
" Although the President’s
plan’ will mean a reduction in
casualties, we can expect
another 5,000 to 10,000 Ameri-
cans to be killed in the three-
year period. And it might be
many more than that,

‘For the fact is ithat the
Nixon plan is a decision to
continue the war in Vietnam,
not to end it. When all the re-
ductions he is reportedly
planning have been made,
there  will still be between
100,000 and. 150,000 American
troops in Vietnam.

~ Not.the Only Way

" And this means that, al-,
though it may not come for a
year or even two, eventually
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Peace in Vietnam

the North Vietnamese and the
Viet Cong will be forced into
launching a major. offensive
aimed directly at the Amerl-
cans, i

This snail’s-pace Vietnami-
zation is not the only course

_ available to Mr. Nixon. For

more than a year, the Com-
munist side has been sending

.what the Commuhist-wat-

chers call signals, Sometimes -
these' signals are direct’ and
straightforward, but private
- put out,' for example, not
officially, but in one of the
“tea-break’. conversations of
‘the Paris. negotiations, Others
are contained in subtleties of
language that laymen, find
confysing,  but which'. are
meaningful to professional
Communist-watchers.

An -example is the letter
from the late Ho Chi Minh to
President Nixon- written just

‘pefore - Ho's. death .last Sep- .

tember, In the past, Commu-
nist practice had been to. de-
scribe the so-called ‘‘ten
points” .of the NFL peace
proposal as' the only ' possible .
solution. !
Shift No Accident

But, in his letter, Ho refers
to them-as “‘a logical and tea-
sonable basis for thé. settle-
ment of the Vietpamese prob-
lem.” If past experience with
the Commilnists ‘is any guide,
the shift from “the' o' “a”

'

{

and from words like ‘only pos-
sible solution” to “basis for a
= -accidenta)

In the opinioh of a number
of professiong] Communist-
watchers, what these signals
add up to is the following
offer:

«No election, but an old-
fashioned political deal set-
ting up a coalition govern-
ment including repre
sentativeg of all political fac-
‘tions, Communist and non-
Communist; T

'—Although their prop-
aganda still calls for imme-
diate . total withdrawal of
American - troops, privately
they have indicated the with-'
drawal could be phased over
two or three years;

Cambodia’s Integrity

—Postponement -of the
reunification - of North and
South Vietnam for a period of
between. five and then years;

—International guarantees
of the territorial integrity of
Laos and Cambodia. .

One interesting point is that
the Communis¢ side told Har-

,riman, when he was chief ne-
gotiator in Paris, that after
the war was over, they would
like to exchange ambassadors |
with Western nations, includ-
ing the United States,
Pointing to the fact that
they have friendly relations
.with the French in spite of
their long struggle for inde-
. pendence, they said that they
would like to .do the same
with the United States,

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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What "is paiticeiarly ot
sual is how far the Coinnm-
wist side hae gome i their
pnhl‘ih signals, rhaking' coi-

‘eomsions that for reasons of

mormally teserve for later

The most statting -of &1l
the Paris ative  of
the ‘NLF, Mrs. Mgmyen Thi
Binh, on November 14. The
NLF has refaged to do busi-
ness with the TivewKy gdv-
ernvent, and everyoné 18
‘Washington supposed  they
woutd deal osly with some

But Mrs. Bidh stated that i
General “Big” Ninh became
the hemd of a pesee cabinetin,

i “we, ate Tewdy 1O

ersations  with

A willingress to desl with
MEnh is an extravrdinaty cen-
ocessian, since ke could i forma

. n o n-Comumniist govermment

far 'more representative and

_popular than ke present

Thieu-Ky government,
®once one that would cafry
much more weight in hegatia-

" ernment that Yollowed.

Although there is same dif-
fererice of opinion abiout the
exact. pature of the ewalition
government the Comimunists

are propesing, there is Mo

‘Aoubt that they are offering a
deal. ’ o
-Harriman, the most pres-
tigious Communist-watcher of
them all, is convinced that if
President Johmson kad ac-
cepted the advice given him

.in the summer of X988, =

peace settlement coull hmve
been achieved - as’ eafly as
September, 1968, And = he
thinks Mr. Nixon has the’
same sort of opportunity.
Interesting Peint

The interesting point is, why
the ‘Communist side is- offer-
ing sucha deal. - .

it is very deubtiul that
Hanei and the NLF bave de-
cided they won’t’ win. Al
though they may be poorly in-
formed on some aspects of
American politics and exces-
sively . suspicious, ‘there i3
reason to believe that they
can read the political signs in
the United States wéll enough
#o know that President Nixon
will find it impossible to re-
turn to a policy of escalation
in Vietham and that even
keeping American air and ar-
titlery forees there may be-
come politically difficult -for
him. s
1n the second place, there is’
no reason. to believe either
‘that - the Communist - sidé
doubts that they will prevail

TTTRANTRY C Tts

pver ‘the Saigon government
‘umoe’ 'the United States de-

parts ‘or that they are wrong

in that judgment.:
Washingten Optimise
‘Currently there is an up-
surge of optimism in Wash-
ington about the ability of the
Vietnamese to fend for thew-
selves because the statistical
fndicators are favorable. The
trouble is that the gains high-
. 'lighted by the statistical in-
dicators. are very fragile, smd
" most of them have been pos-

sible- only because the Merth

Visthamese forces have pul-
jed back for fire political pur-
poses of signalling a willing-
ness ‘to wegotiate and in res-
ponse to Mr. Nixons reduc-
‘tion of Arrérican treaps, .
The North Vietnarhese can

. dramatically severse all fiese -

indicators by a decision to
lapeh an offersive, or iess
dramaticaily by a decision 1o
attack  the ‘pacitication efort

eventualiy go their way 10
matter what? Why don’ ¢ they
simply - setile down them-

celves o a long-haul, low-cost

war? 1 think it is because of

Communist China.
They're Determined
Hanol has
g i ence —of
China, even to the extent of
going to Paris for the negotia-
tions. against Chinese . advice,

apd G the face of Some-very

concrete measures of a puni-
tive  nature- that China took
against thém. And it seems

_perfectly clear that the North -

" Vietnamese are . fiercely de-
termined to coptinue to maih<
{ain their independence.

If the motive for their sig-
nals is related to their fear of
China, this would explain a
number of things.

In the first place, a nego-
tiated settlement, formally
signed by 13 or 14 signatories
(depending on whether China
does or does iiot sign) would
act as a potent political deter-
rént to China whether or not
its provisions include teeth in
- the form of international po-
lice forces or the Ilike. " .

The Chinese have other
goals than Vietnam, and théy
are political -emough to un-
derstand the consequences for
those other goals of a blatant
violation of an agreement | g-
ned by 50 many of the world's

powers, both Communist and
non-Communist. °
A Western.Stake o

Second, 'if North Vietn
maintained friendly relations
with Western powers it would
provide a Western stake in
Vietnam and a Western pre-
sence there that would also
act as a deterrent to China A
phased withdrawal of Ameti-
can troops would make the
point even more dramaticsl-
ly, and a postponed reunifica-
tion would be both a con-
cessiont and a way of provid-

& fer raain-

© as - ‘Coromunist,

ing time for healing wounis
and thus eventually  presest-
. ing both China and the world
with a Vietnam that is more
traly ‘united. ’ .
"And if the motive is Chiza,
there are also several ingli-
cations that are irmportant to

- the United Btates. It means

for example, that there is
littte basis for Mr. Nixom's
fear of a bloud bath followiag
the instatlation of a coalition

old seores. "
Bat if the Comymunists want
to maintain their ;

dence of  China, they "will

want mot a blood bath but a
reconciliation; For if Chive 5o

a problem, they will need

develop

.Commemist elements of . the |
population as well as-Commu-

nist.

. sympathies. of - the outsitle

‘world, non-Communist as will
which  dny
sort -of Hlood bath would jeo-
pardize -~ and certainly so i
Western - ambassadors - waie
present in the country, For

4l these reéasons, it seems. -

likely -afhat the official policy
will be ome of no reprisals.
What Pyefessors Said
‘The expectations of Vietna-
mese who would be prithe
targets of any réprisal are ine
structive. Last year I asked
12 different non-Communist
or anti-Communist Vietna-
mese professors and umivers-
ity officials what they wopld
do if the Paris negotiations
resulted.in a coalition govetn-
ment ‘and sessions of self orit-
munist-dominated — wolld
they go to Paris? To the
United States? Each one an-
swered that he expected -Jot
only ‘to remain in' Vietnam,
but to continue in hig univers.
ity post. ’ el
“But what about Tepsis.
als? 1 would ask in sofwe
am‘azefn;'lent’. ' o
‘©Oh,’’ the reply went,
“there will be some harass-
ment and sessions of se f-cyit-
icism. But I expect to go.on
teaching, -and to draw ‘“my
salary.” .
What all this .suggésts- is
that although one mav not.be
inclined to trust what  the.
Communists.are saying, there
seems to be solid political

8-F
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Associated Bress

Canibodia has asked all dip-
lomatic ‘missions
Peith to refrain from sending
cer tee¥iving diplomatic
poucives between Feh. 15 and
March 7 unless they agree to

in Phnom-

‘inspeetion ‘6f the pouches by -

Cambedian autherities,

sald  yesterday  that the re-
quest ‘was made in a circular
Jetter Feb. 15 to all embassies
in -the Cambedian capital
Showtd a foreign government
agree p the imspection, 'the

1 ‘pouskes would be opéned in
the - presence of  Cambodian

W, the cirenlar letter

. Biate  Depattment officials
deglined to comment on the
legality of the step ‘or to say
has' pro the restriction,

‘Offteinis privately said they

State Department officials

: the US, government .

underetesd = the Cambodian

government ds trying to ‘stop
the depart of counterfeit Cam-
bodian curvency. There has
been pomcern in Phnom Penh
for -semme time that certain

unidentified--~Comnrunist dip: -

‘Jomatic missions might he

et + o g— o =

For the same, réason, ‘the “‘é‘” “&'lﬂ* pouch for such
. Vietnamese Communists-have .1 - =
a stake in maintaining the {
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pressure on them on -which
one can rely. It is these pres.

Bures which  lead them to-

want a settlement rather than
simply to wait for Vietnam to
fall in their laps,

. Nunsber of Micgivings

Ag for the Nixon policy. of
Viethamization, pericn
observers have a nuinber. of
misgivings, The most impor-

. tant is doubt that it will work, -

. It hardly seems realistic to be-
lieve that Saigon -can prevail

" againgt the combined strength
of the Viet Cong and the Nerth

‘Vietnamese  alone. )
We Should Ask: .

. Admittedly, it might turn
out thet in spité of thelt slg~
nals, what the Communist:
side has in mind for a coalie
tion government is unacceps
table. : S

1f .80, the Nixon policy may:
be a better policy thgnmthz
other  possibilities, - But “the-
point is that we will néver
know if we don’t take at least
the first step — that of asking

the Communist side in- Paris ,‘

to be specific. )

It is this that Mr. Nixon re-
fuses ‘to do. And if the profess
siong]  Communist-watchers
are right in believing that the
Communists are offering an
acceptable deal, his rejection
of their proposal may be as
tragic as the decision to make
Vietnam an American war in
the first place. ¢ 1970,

experienced -
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